
V. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMENCE 

U nit«j-<.l Stutess I'nt^iit and 'IVadcmarJt Oi'lli;** 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 ' 
www.ii ?pw>.gov 



FILING DATE 



09/961,385 



09/25/2001 



25227 7590 12/09/2002 

MORRISON & FOERSTER LLP 
1650 TYSONS BLVD. - SUITE 300 
MCLEAN, VA 22102 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



Takashi Matsuo 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



325772025600 



5488 



EXAMINER 



BVDD, MARK OSBORNE 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2834 

DATE MAILED: 12/09/2002 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 




Office Action Summary 



Application No. 



Examiner 



Applicant(s) 



Do 



Group Art Unit 

7i 



-The MAILING DATE of mis commun,cat,on appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address- 
Period for Reply ^? 

— MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 



PERIOD F0R REPLY ,s SETT0 EXPIRe 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 cpo 1 kmw q » i„ „ 
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Claims 1, 5-10 and 12-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 as anticipated by Mori for the 
specific reasons set forth in paper no. 6 (7-18-02). 

Regarding applicants remarks, there is nothing "impermissible" in noting various features 
from different figures. It has always been what the reference "as a whole" would reasonably 
suggest to one of ordinary skill in the art that is the standard of a reference (or references) 
teaching. Note too, that a "prescribed distance" could be zero. In Fig. 5, the spacers #22a, #22B 
separate bases #17 from the "regulating member" #20a, #20b. Figures 9 and 10 clearly teach such 
spacing can be made adjustable if desired. Either way, a 'set' distance is taught between 
regulating members 20a, 20b and the base members #17. 
Claims 2-4 and 1 1 remain objected to. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the dale the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
final action. 
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